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TAGS: CVIS, UR, UK 

SUB J : EASING OF UK- USSR " VISA WAR" 

1. UK CONSUL IN MOSCOW (114953:5) INFORMED AMCONSOFFS 
JUNE 14 THAT BRITISH- SOVIET " VISA WAR" WHICH FOLLOWED 
EXPULSION OF " BRITISH 105" IS LARGELY OVER AND THAT 

VISA ISSUANCES ON BOTH SIDES NOW PROCEEDING " MORE OR LESS 
NORMALLY". HE PRESENTED STATISTICS ON BRITISH VISA 
ISSUANCES ( WORLDWIDE) TO SOVIET NATIONALS, WHICH CON- 
FIRMS THIS CONCLUSION. ISSUANCES TO OFFICIAL SOVIET 
PERSONNEL, FOR EXAMPLE, AFTER FALLING APPROX . 28 PERCENT 
FROM 4,372 IN 1971 TO 3,168 IN 1972, REACHED LEVEL OF 
1,466 IN FIRST FOUR MONTHS THIS YEAR. PROJECTED OVER 
YEAR, THIS WOULD RETURN TOTAL ISSUANCES IN THIS CATEGORY 
TO LEVEL JUST ABOVE THAT OF 1971. 

2. UK CONSUL STATED THAT EVEN DURING PERIOD OF " VISA 
WAR", MOST VISA REQUEST FOR DIPLOMATIC AND TRADE 
PERSONNEL WERE ISSUED, ALTHOUGH BOTH SIDES IMPOSED 
DELAYS OF SEVERAL MONTHS IN SOME CASES ( PARTICULARLY 
DIPLOMATIC). HE INDICATED THAT OFFICIAL VISA 
CATEGORY AFFECTED MOST SIGNIFICANTLY DURING THIS PERIOD 
WAS THAT OF GROUPS TRAVELING UNDER AUSPICES OF US 

UK- USSR EXCHANGES PROGRAMS AND THAT CANCELLATION IN 
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1972 OF UK TOUR OF A LARGE SOVIET PERFORMING ARTS 
GROUP IN ITSELF ACCOUNTED FOR " NON- ISSUANCE OF OVER 
100 VISAS." 

3. BRITSH ISSUANCES TO PRIVATE SOVIET TRAVELERS 

DROPPED LESS DRAMATICALLY FROM 588 IN 1971 TO 512 IN 

1972 (ABOUT 13 PERCENT). TOTAL PRIVATE ISSUANCES 

REACHED ONLY 90 IN FIRST FOUR MONTHS OF THIS YEAR 

(CF. US TOTALS OF 191 SOVIET IMMIGRANTS AND 225 

PRIVATE VISITORS TO US RELATIVES IN SAME PERIOD). UK CONSUL 

ATTRIBUTED THIS TO TWO FACTORS: A) UK EXIT VISA REPRESENTATION 

EFFORT IN IMMIGRANT CASES HAS BEEN LARGELY RESOLVED 

OVER PAST FEW YEARS WITH MAJORITY SUCH INSTANCES NOW 

INVOLVING " A FEW CASES PER YEAR" OF MARRIAGES BETWEEN 

UK AND SOVIIET CITIZENS; AND B) FOUR- MONTH ISSUANCE 

FIGUESE DO NOT ENCOMPAES SUMMER CRUISE SEASON. WHICH 

GENERALLY BRINGS TWO TO THREE HUNDRED " PRIVATE" VISITORS 

TRAVELING ON SOVIET SHIPS. 
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